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Simple A-line sryles and dreamy bdl gowns at Jenny Yoo, versatile tea-lengtlu and
sophisticated evening gowns at Vera Wang fresh cocktail dress and retro looks at Nicole
Miller, stylish new bridesmaid lines by BCBG and J.Crew, plrrs preppy paaerns and rib-
bon details - bridesmaid dresscs have come a long way from their gaudy predecessors.
Tirday a bride needn't worry about embarrassing or bankrupting her bridal partp she will
find styles :nd colors to complement every type (and she may choose more than one of
each) at reasonable prices ($zoo to $3oo on average), especially for dresses that wont
gathbr dust after their wedding debut.

Swle Watch
From a firll-length black satin Ajine with a bustier and back drape by Watten & Watters
(tlu* A* tlnrcee,t&) to a layered chiffon low-cut hdter dress by BCBG (think Studio 54)
to a pastel seersucker lnee-length with rufiles by Thread (think barcfoot on the beach),
the style choices today are endless. Beth Blake, co-owner of Thread, sap, 'The current
trend is making your bridesmaids happy which means dresses that arc sexier and more
stylish - dresses that they can wear again."

'Strapless, A-line, below-the-knee dresses are the most popular right now' sap Jenny
Yoo, who designs pretty, modern dresses. Two current hvorites in Nicole Miller's line are
a 'charmeuse rufile &ess and a strapless silk georgette widr a charmeuse sash,- says Brand
Manager Desiree Padovano.'Both are short, which seems to be the trend aow:" Nicole
Miller, who takes loola from her ready-to-wear collection and translates them into briies,
maid dresscs, has added another twist this season. 'We have a new vintage-inspired body'
explains Desiree. 'It's a high-ncclq V-back with a bit ofan A{ine - very fackie O. It's the
first time Nicole has integrated vintage details from ready-to-w€ar into the bridesmaid
line." Jane Gamcsik, co-owner of Glenn & Company in South Norwallq says that in Vera
Wang drcsses - the only line she caries - 'halfare slink)' and halfare structuted. Long
evening-gown lools are in, and we also have a lot of'shorties,' which translate well into
reheanal-dinner dresses.'

Two futors should dictate style choices: the style of thc bridal gown and the figures of
tle gids in the bridal party 'Ifyou're wearing a formal ball govm, the bridesmaids should
look formal. Ifyou're in a slinky dress on a beach, go minimal,'fane advises brides. 'lfyour

bridal party includes a wide range ofshapes and sizes, a more structurcd &ess is best'
A popular option is having the bridesmaids choose their own style in a dress of the

same color and fabric. "This givcs a nice, cohesive look but each gal is comfortable,' says
Jane. The bold can go strapless, bigger gids may opt for an empire waist, and skirt
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lengths can vary to complement each maid's height. Vera Wang even has a new matet-

nity style that is available in satin or chiffon. Thread also offers three silhouettes for

mothers-to-be. This may mitigate the challenge offitting ever-changingpiegnant bod-

ies. Sti l l , bridcs may save themselves and their friends some stress ifexpectint moms

do a reading instead of trying to "fit" into a slender bridal party, especially ifwcdding

date and due date may collide.

7/ ' ' - \ l r l
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Mint green, buttercream, cinnamon, champagne, chocolate, lirtie, merlot, espresso ... with

such a smorgasbord ofcolors, hov/s a girl to choose?
"Some gals sweat through the decision," says Jane. "l ask brides if they have a favorite

color. Ifnot, then I ask ifthere are certain flowers they want to incorporate." )ane paints

a vivid picture ofsome popular color schemes. "Chocolate brown. sometimes with a touch

ofgold or bronze, continues to be so hot and works well as a neutral palette with vibrant

flowers against it. Ruby or merlot will continue to be popular year-round, with decp red

flowers. Navy blue is the new black people think ofit as a fall or winter color, but nary

and crisp white is really a traditional spring look. Pink is the hottest color ofall from

paler pinks for spring and summer to deep rose in the fall. which, paired with peonies, is

just gorgeous." )ane says the traditional blucs are still popular, and champagne is Vcra

Wang s number-one color nationally.

The new colors at Nicole Miller are tangerine, lavender and citron (an applc green).
"They are soft and feminine. but rich." says Desiree. Beth at Thread is selling bright-col-

ored dresses in shades like "paprika" and "waterfall" (a mint green). "In color, the trend is

anything new and different. like tomato red," she says. "Green has been a big fashion color

lately so that translates into bridesmaid dresses as well."

Jenny Yoo puts mint grecn and sage green first in her popularity list and also mentions

soft rose colors and yellow "Brides generally go with darker colors for autumn and winter

weddings and more pastels in the spring and summer," she says. "But there are no set rules.

August and September and March and April can go either way." Jenny is showing some

dresses with subtle stripes - a trend other designers are taking a step further with checks

and plaids. "Vera is only doing solids, but I think this is terific," comments lane. "lt's a

more warm-weather, kicky, fun look that works well in this arca, where many weddings are

outside in the garden or by rhe warer.

Having trouble narrowing down the field of gorgeous colors? Another trend might be

the answer: bridesmaid dresses in more than one hue. "You can choose two shades ofcolor
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Hot List
Check out our list to ensure that ygu and )our maids dont

look back on wedding day photos and cringe.'

OUT IN
sleeves strapless

conservative cuts sexy silhouettes
Little Bo-Peep bows delicate ribbons

balLgowr skirts form-fitting gov/ns
iridescent purple plum

electric blue sage green
sequins simde accents

bows on rear ends elegant back drap€s
cmkie-cutter bridesmaids varied colors and styles

in the dress and reverse the colors for every othcr bridesmai{' suggesa Jenny Yoo "We

alwals encourage brides to do something different to suit her gi s," says Desiree at Nicole
Miller. "whether it be the same dress in different colors or the same color but different

styles. We're secing a lot more &stination and beach weddings that lend themselves to less

traditiond concepts."
One of Glenn & Company's brides was married by the water in Stamford last year, and

she chose "colors ofthe sea" as her theme. "Each bridesmeid wore a different color skin -

&om lavender to periwinkle blue - with a bouquet to match," recalls Jane. "The bride has

to have a really good eye to carry this offthough," she adds. Ribbon details and trim pro-
vide another way to draw in either contrasting or similar shades. For example' Thread

shows a pleated organza dress in fennel with a ribbon waistband in a lighter shade of fen-

nel (color duos come in sorbet, eggplart arrd licorice, among other scrumptious options)
Pari Kreutter, director of marketing and PR for Saks in Stamford, simpliffes the color

dilemma for brides: " It's your day, so go with whatever color or colors you ve &eamed up."

Fabric & Detail
Fabrics also run the gamut - from cotmn poplin at J.Crew to satin at BCBG to the ubiql
uitous silks. Inticate details, such as watters & Watters embroidery beading and hand-

painting or the ribbon waistbands that are showing up everywhere, add to the bridet mix

of choices.
At Jenny Yoo brides will find "mixing and matching of shiny and matte fabrics'" as well

as lace, ribbon and bow accents. 'Ifyour bridesmaids are different sizes, wen if they have
different chest lines and hips, silk shantung is a good fabric choice and it works year-
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round," advises.fenny Yoo. "Stay away from silk chiffon and charmeuse (spring and sum-

mer fabrics) that cling to the body" Jenny also suggests sticking to natural fibers, such as

roo percent silk, that breathe, rather than polyester, which may leld sticky bridesmaids,

especially in warm weather

Thread offers ten fabric groups with about ten dresses in each group, and innovative

fabric combinations give brides more options for flattering a range ofbody types. 'Our

chiffon and duchess satin group is the most popular lt's gathered chiffon over duchess

satin, so they are structured dresses, but the chiffon gives them an ethereal feel,"

explains Beth.
"Matte satin gives a rich, formal look that is great for black-tie weddings," says Jane at

Glenn & Company. 'Vera's chiffon dresses also work well with dressier events. The taffe-

tas and lighter fabrics are less formal." Passersby will see ribbons on the dresses in Glenn

& Company's window. "lt's a sort of preppy, cutesy trend. But, if they're shaped well, it

looks fabulous," says Jane. "The ruffled skirts and organza layers some designers are doing

reflect this fun look."

At Sala, high-end designer trunl shows give brides-to-be exposure to another level of

fabric and detail. 'Heidi Weisel does some really beautiful gowns. She teams satin and fur:

cashmere and 6rrr cashmere, satin alrd fur: and she uses lots of see-through fabrics," says

Pari Kreutter in Stamford. 'Using fur as shrugs or wraps is an upcoming trend. Beading

and embroidery are big as well."

Thc Place of Honor
After figuring out style, color and fabric, the bride faces yet another decision: Should the

maid ofhonor be dressed differently from her fellow maidsl
"Brides can put the maid ofhonor in a different style dress (same color and fabric) and

the other bridesmaids all in the same sryle," suggests Jane, though she says many brides

choose more subtle ways to highlight their specid attendant. 'The maid ofhonor's bou-

quet can be unique. Keep it in the same color palette but add more cream or white to tie

her in more directly with the bride. fewelry is another way to set her off In one wedding,

the bridesmaids were all wearing bronze and the maid of honor wore a fabulous topaz

necklace."

Jenny Yoo says brides "usually want the maid ofhonor to look a little different. She can

wear a different shade ofthe same color or a totally different dress that works with the rest

ofthe bridal party." Jenny adds, H. little trim or unique flower detail is another approach,

or add a contrasting color trim on the maid ofhonor's dress."
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You've selected your bridesmaids and youl *Ading uente.'You'r" ready to get down to

business. Where should you shopf Whcnl With whom? How much money -- and whose

money - - should you spend?

Oncc brides have narrowed down the choices. they can make appointments with

designer boutiques. and bridal shops. "Our personal shopping area. The Fifth Avenue

Club, is capable of taking people to our bridal salon in New York Ciry and anl show-

room that sells to Saks, such as Vera M/ang and Chris Cole. Then we can have the dress-

es sent to this location," says Pari at Saks, where customers can also order directly from

trunk show collections.

As far as timing, Pari says, "Get in early. We iust finished up with a bridc who came in

two years in advance-" Dresses at Saks take from eight weeks to six months, but most

designers estimate ten to twelve wceks. Nicole Miller stocks some bridcsmaid dresses,

particularly the smaller sizes: orders can comc in within a week or two Procrastinators

can buy bridesmaid dresses offthe rack at f.Crew (Greenwich, Westport. White Plains)

and BCBG (White Plains).

Whcn shopping for dresses, taking along a bridesmaid committee may preclude com-

ing to any decision in time for the wedding. "Bring one trusted advisor. someone who

sharcs your vision. This could bc your mom, sister, maid of honor." suggests Jane

Gamcsik. 'Or bring the maids in the sccond time and have three sryles chosen for them

to pick from. h can be difficult: if you gct cight women together, you may gct eight dif-

ferent opinions."
Whether you bring them shopping or not, most bridesmaids are sti l l  expccted to pick

up the tab for their dresses. "When a bridesmaid agrees to be in a wcdding, there is

a dollar amount attached to that commitment," says Jane. "Sometimes the bride pays a

deposit and the bridesmaids pay the remainder. Occasionally the mother of the bride

covers everything." lenny Yoo estimates that brides pick up the tab about z5 pcrcent of

the time.
What's the bottom line? At Saks, bridesmaid dresses average $I,ooo each. Fortunatell:

most designcrs' prices don'r hit four figures, BCBG dresses are all in the S2oo range;

fenny Yoo's dresses are $255 to s45oi f.Crew's are sI75 to $55or Nicole Miller's range

from $:75 to $620; Thtead dresses are 52.25 to $45o1 and Vera Wang's run from SI8o to

S3zo. Chances are, howet er, that if you chose a dress she actually trurtls to wear again

price won't be an issue
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