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I{,n.{ t lrcrc is .r cl.rs-

sic \\ i 'stp,rrt l ' , . ' ,rch

Itorrse rtestl, ' .1 .t long-

si. lc a tranqrri l p,rrr. l. I iorrr th.'

p()rch thcrc is .r Profirrrrr. l l ir '$ ,rf

s . r i l s  ; r t  rh t '  n r . r l in , r .  l l . rpp inq  l i kc . r

rrf i i tt ' .  Htrrrcrinq fi inqc .rl,rrrq thc

S o t r n . l .  I r  i s  h c r c . , r n , r n c , r c r t - , r f

errl i.rblt- (.ornpo llc.rch plopcltv,

rhlr Jorcplr 11111.1111 - .1.1..1.
"TIrc SLrit \ l .rn - I irc..

\ \ ' i tho t r t  h i r  kn , l l i ng  i t .

\\ i 'sr[.orr loc.rls g.rr,. '  th,'rt n.' igh-

bol this nickn.trrrc .,r,rrr .rl i t 'r lrc

s.tt lcd in rhc .r|r.r rnore th.rn

t!\ ' ! 'ntr \ ' f i l ls .rgo. "\\ 'hcn I l i lst

nlovrd into this ncighborhoo.l, I.1

L,c orrr wrrrking in the r',rr. l,

unshlcn ,rn.l jrrst lxrkirg rcll i lr lc

cv.'r 'r '  $'cckcn.l." s.rr 's I l.rIrlr,r,
(.1:O of l lr ioni US..\. r rn;rn oncc

i.lcnti l icd [ 'r /:rgrrrr rs orrr' ,r l-
"thL'tcn bL'st . lr. 'sst'. j  rrr 'n in fhsh-

i.rt. "). ' .us l.ttt 'r. wlrcn I nrcr rnv

fiarrc.' l t ' .  lVl.tn, shc s.ri. l . ' l) id 
lorr

knorr' 1.q'111.1.' lrcrc rrs.'.1 t.r r'.'fi'r r,r
'rr)u .rs thr' Srrir \1.rnl \\ i ' l l .  rher
just th,rtrghr \1rtr rrrra vcrv

str.tngt. Thcr knc$ rrrrr scr', '  i l t

rh is  [ . t rs incss .  [ ' t r t  lo r r  ncvcr

lookc.l rhc l..rrt l 
'
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HI:RL ARF- MA\) \v(' l l-drcss('d

ccL'l)f it ics rvllkinq arorrn.l

.rn.l l txrking rhc prlt th.rnks

in rro snull l)ra.lsul-c to thc
Ilrioni clorhcs orr rht' i l  tr lcks - :rn.l

l,rc l larrato.s gtridancc in theil cars. Thc

l i kcs  o f  P , ' t c r  j cnn ings .  Ru. lo lph
(irri l iani ;rn.l l irnr Benn.'rt Ir.n.- soughr
I t r r  ' . t r ' t . , r r , t l  . t J \ ' r i , .  S t , t r .  r ' . rnLrnL  I r i r | | ]
I l .obt'r 'r [)cNilo an.l r\ l I);rcino ro

l-rrcilno I)lyur'orri an.l N-cIson Man.lcl.r

l r k t  t l t t  l ' , t r . t i l t ,  t l t . t t  i , r t t t , r  s i t h , ' n , ' , ' l '

his lJrioni suirs.

1\(-ror l{()br'f( \\trrgncr. of I lat to ltart

,u r ( l  , { r r ( / r ,  / f r , r ' r  l l n r r ,  h , r '  l ' , ' r . r r  gc t t r r rg

lJ.trr.rto.s .-,rurrscl fbr fif-tccrr \'('ius. His

t.rsrc is incrc.l it, lc," savs \\ ' lgncr'. "H.' ' .s

both classic ;rnc{ innor':rrivt, lntl lrc's

lrr.ri.l.-..l fi:,llorving coIrlnrcr-cill trcrrds,
rl lrr. ' lr rs ]r.rnl tr, r lu. H{ \ .r lso t 'ne , ' l-

thosc pt-oplc rr4ro cen tukc his 1.,.rs,rn
ll i tr ' , his g|crrt chlrrn ln,.l scnst' of

hurnor. ln.l put it inro rlh;lr h!. doc-5 -

thlt ' .s r gre.tt qif i. Thc:rctor', l ' ' . 'rhl[ 's
r1()t rxagge!.lt ing fbr cffict, solcrrnly

cl,t inrs thlt w,h.'n tht-r ' wllk . lou,n rh.'
sncct to{! 'thcr. pcolrlc sccrn to prctcr
st.rring ar l3,rrr '.rro.

ln lt is fot trr '. ' .rr c.r 'ccr, B.trr;tt,r h.t.

infltrcncc.l ntenswcrtr ; lt slrclt top rdti l

.-rs as I}ooks l lrorhcrs. Polo .rn.l

Bt'rg.lorf (i,.ro.lnun. .\n.l rhc sl.'rr ,rl-

titlt-s hc h.rs celnc.l l.rrcly woul.l irr['rt'ss

cvcn thc r)rost skcpticll of his \lr. l

Gurct.t ncight'ors: In :oor. DI? 
'1)rrA

-\nr'- Rr,cnf rank.'.1 lhrrato ntrnr[ 'cr

sirtr-rrrtr in 
-l-hc 

P.,rtcl roo,'the l ist of

th r '  r , ' . '  t t t , rs t  p , ,s i r ' l i r l  1 ' , . , ' p l ,  i r r

rncns!1!' lr: l .rsr lc,rr h.' . l l ffrrcd on ,\ l l lr

7l' -\l,rg,r-rrrr cf .\lrrrsr*r',r r rRrt,iiirrg -s [.cst-

.{rcssc.l list: lnd B.lrr.t() .rlso rcc.'ir'.'.1

thc Frslrion Insritute ,rf Ti. l-hnologr".s

r\ltrrrni ,,\rvlr. l in 1999. clcr) thoLrglr lrc

n(-\ '! 'r gr.rdlrrtcd. I qrr. 'ss thct rln orrt

of n:lrnt's." sllfs Barrito, \\f io lcatrnts rt
| lT.rn.l l).r:sons School of Dcsign. "l

h:rlc no i.l.':r whl rho girr. mc thcsc

lslr, ls.

Unusrr.rl l 'crh:rps, in.r rn.rn Fanrr'. i  f irr '
bt ' ing lr stl lc icon. is l lalratos nro.lcsty.

This is rcllcctt-d in his \\ 'r 'stporr horrsc.

rrf i ich is nr,.rr.- cottlt! ' thln mlnsion. On

.r L\rrlk J.l! .rs r.rinJn'l ' , '  1', lr r lr. rrin-

. ' ] , 'w .  t l r . r t  u r ' . r l '  . r r , r r r r rJ  i r r t  i . r z r  l r r i r rL

loonr. Ilurmto and his clrocolat.- Lir[t,

Dakorl, ol}i'r ln enthr.rsi:tstic rvcle-onrc at

rlrc f i 'onr.l.ror. Hc gilcs r vyarm h.rrr,. l-

shake. Hc knolvs lr,rrv to givc thc
inrprt '551,'n th.rt this is rhc [ 'cginninq of

i f irst-n.rDrc-brsis fi icndship-

Thc Srrit Mrn is in his casual-l:r i. lar'

ilttirc, lcrn()r cords lr ith r cht'crfirl s.'t of

r ra rch ing  s . rcks ,  l . l cn in r  sh i r t  l r re l  l

classic cclrr vp51 - .1ll I lr ioni srlc thc

shirt, though rh.' Irlli;rn c,rrnl,arrr', kr.llrr

[rcst f ir l i ts t 'xrluisirc. Irlrrdrnadc strrts,

. lot-s rrsc .. l. 'niur nou, roo.l hc thin g,rl.1

chain anxrn.l his ncck c,rnrrlsts rrt l l  rvit lr

I r i .  o l r r i  i , r r r r l ' 1 ,  r r , ' r r .  I l . r l . r r rceJ ,  i . l t r r r rg

.rn ;rir ot-(1)nfidcncc blrt not machism(),

hc ol'r ' iorrsh h.rs thc rl i l l  tt:, get rrhrr lr. '
rr'.rnts ltrrt.I,r.'sn'r h;rva ro tch (n J tcnrpcl

1 , '  1 , t  r t .  I l r .  N , r r  \ i ' r k - l t , r l r . r n . r ( i L r ) t  r \

softt-nt'.1 bv ir soothing. hrherly r,,nc.
rlhich is onh nltrrrl l  f i)r . l  f.rthcl o1- l i l t.

Clark Gable wasjust one of many Hollywood
stars who virited Brioni's Rome store an(
made the "Continental look" famous.

Ul.st.rirs, Merr', .r f lshion srr l ist who

lir'.'s ncrrbr', is prcl''.rling firl ir photo

shoot. l:r>r nost Dr.r'r, heving:r stl l ist es

,t l i .rni,r, '  
".,ulJ 

I ' . .r lrtrg,' ,r:.\.1 rr ' l)rn rl

a ( ) D r r i  t ( )  t r L l t t l n ! ' t r \ ' a t h c r  r u 5 t  t h r  r r , ' l l t

oLrtfit in thc rnolning. I ltrt lhlrrto

spcnds more tinrc outfitt inq lr,. 'r thrn

vicc vcrs.t. Fe.l[]r h.rs jtrst . lcp,rsitc.l a

l,rrg.' q.rrrrrcnt [-,rg in th.' h.rllw.rl rnd

Blrntr,r lulcs Mlry l lvlLul -.1 r. ldiinr

I 'krn.lc who .locsrr't l ,rok ol.1 .-rr.rrrgh ro

bc thc nrothcr of nlo growr chil. lrcn

.shc  is ' -  Jorvn  t l r r ' s tx i rs .

Ilr ioni launche.{ rt womcn.s l int Lw,

lcrrs l!o, and thc l,.rg is f i l lc.l r l irh nov
jackcrs ro a.ld ro Nlarvs rlrniro[,.-.
"l 'hr'c,,rc of thc L'usincss is thc j lckct."

cx|l l irrs Barrato. "\\trrncn hllc never

c\l i( 'r ' icnccd qtr.rl i t l  I ikc this [ 'cfirrr '. and

thc l lr ioni rlonlan is r..-coqnizing thar."

Mln slips on:r slc'ck, ccpcsr ri. l  n-clrt
ja.-k* an.1 notcs thc l larvlt-ss finish as

sh.- Ino.l.'ls ir.

Brrrrto t-xplains thar rhc original

Brioni rctail storc on Yia Brrl 'crinr rn

R.ttt, '  .thn,rr. h.t. l .t *., l lrcris h,\utr,l lrc.
"\\ ' idr thc visibil i tv of the Brioni labcl

noul it m;rde scnst' ro takc thc l.rdics'

busin,'ss to a biggcl scalcl 'hc sls. "\\ i-

bou{lrt r ficrorv in Imll an.l hirc.l r

Je'ign,'r '  t, '  J., t h. Lr.lr, ' '  i ,-, l lcit r, 'rr.

Tlrc l in. ' r lng.'s 1r'om c.lsr.r. l l  to

r!l | l lrIrr '( ' .rr, ttrt l) i , l ikrl\ r, ' t,rrl inL l"r

al 'out $r,5L,o an.] suits f irr $r,8oo. Th.-

c()nsu,)lcr is "ln intcrnational. lff lrrcnt

fbrn- ro flf ir '-f irr '-r ' . ' .rr-ol. l rrrrn;rn.

Llrking firr stlk'nr()rc thrn flshion

clrssic looks thur sh,.- ' l l  kccp in ht-r

rr lnlro[' 'c for ,r ]on{ timc." cr}-l l ins

Llarlrto. "Shr- prob:rbll shops rtirh hcr

hus[',ur.l tt lrc,r ht' 's I 'rr l ing l]r ' ioni.
"Look;rt rhisl ' Ihll l to savs, I i l i in{ rlrc

I . r l , ' l  r , '  r , ' ' , c , rJ  , t . l . t r r t r  rcJ  I l  r t r . t r ; r r -

It. lr.rsh s.-*n L'r '.t t.t i lor in Itah. shcrc all

Brioni ck>thcs rrc mld.. H:rn.lnr.r.l.-."

H i '  p . r " i , ' r r  f , ' r ' l t r r  r r ' , ' r k  r ' , t J i . t t , .  l i o rn

hinr l ikc ht'at f irnr u stolc. "l had .rn

rrncl. '  rvh.r.lress.'J lo thc nincs, rccor.rlrLs
B.tr r .tt, r. sr'tr l irr l irrt, '  .r rr ' lr i tt '  rvi. 'kcr : ' .r l.r

:rn.l clossing his lcgs, "an.1 so .1i.1 nrv

dr.l. I trsc.l to look lt l i(-rlrr( 's ()1'hinr
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Joe'i fian<€e, Mary 8yrum, is a fashion stylin.
He's probably more careful in chooring \reek-
end yard clothe5 now.

with my mom when thev were voung; he

worc bcauriful srrirs. I gucss thari how ir

started. And thcn movies inspired me:

Fred Astaire, Carv Grant - shqls wxg

always something unique rbout those

gr rys .  And p ic tu rc  h . roks  wr th  mcn in

great-looking clothcs," he says, his mem-

ories cascading across a coffce table lay-

ered with such books as Diana Vreeland's

lfla' I)onl Yor? and Tk Po*tr of Syb.
Brrt br:lorc Barr.rto c,>nsrdcrcd turnrng

his fashion intcrcst into a career, he went

after a dream that sounds more fitting for

a kid fronr thc srccts of New York. "I

wanted to be a l.raseball plavcr," he savs,

getting;r glint in his e1,c. "l tr ied out for

the Brooklyn Dodgers when I was fif-

teen. The coach took onc look at me and

said,'Kid, you bcmcr consider another

occupation,' Hc really dcmoralized me. I

shouldn't have listcncd to him."

Barrato's first job, rs a messenger bov

for rhe Long Iskntl Prss at the age of srx-

reen, r?sn'r realll a fashion job, but he

turned it into onc. "l r.rns rhe only mes-

'enger bov who woLrlJ wear a shirr, rie

and jacket. That was m; chance to dress

up, like I was going inro the big ciry"

A ycar latcr, Barrato got a job at

Brooks Brothers. "That was the real

bcginnrng.'hc s.rvt. "l just loved every-

thing about llrooks Brothers. Here I

am, a kid from the srrcets of New York

Citl crhnic [his lnccstors arc from

Sicilv], and I would sec these beautiful

blondc, bluc-o'cd girls walking in the

store and shop;' ing.;rnd I thought,'Ml

God, this is my fantasv come truel' "

Somcone *'ho would havc a much

greatcr impact on Barrato also walked

through rhc Brooks Brorhcrs'door every

day: Ralph Laurcn. "l was in managc-

ment and he wls in sales. We were both

l'oung guys. He was f-rom the Bronx, I

was fiom Manhatran. Wc had the same

fantasy. Wc rorrrlrtrl."

Barrato wcnt oD to carn a busincss

dcgree from Ncw York Universitv and

train ar the Fashion Institutc of

Tcchnologl and thc two reconnected

ten vears later u,hcn Laurcn was launch-

ing his own companr'.
"He was in busincss fbr alrour a ]'ear

- i1 4,15 1968 - and ht- callcd mc up

one dav and said, 
'YoLr 

know, Joe, Ive

got a concept. I'vc got thc narne: Polo.'

I rhought thc namc wrs perfect, and

that's whcrc thc vision an.1 the l ifestylc

srarrcd. I doni havc to tcll yotr what it

represents todav." Barrato wcnt to work

for Polo, whcrc hc worc l'toth busrness

and creativc hars fi.lr six t'cars.
"l *'as right thcrc u,ith him, and I

undcrstood what hc w;rs doing. He was

the quarterback; hc handcd me rhe ball

and I ran wirh ir. Wc ltccamc r lerv suc-

cessful tcam *orking t,rgcthcr because

we communicatcd. Hc woul.l look at me

a certain way and I got it." llarrato

admires Bill Blass, Gcoffrcy Bt'ene and

Giorgio Armani, but "Ralph wil l always

be numbcr onc,"

In ad.lirion to his f ivotal job as

Lauren's right-hand man, Barrato held

2 O O 3  F E B R U A R Y  W E S T P O R T  1 7



high-powcrcd positions ;rt

Clrrctt Pcabo.lr ', GLrlf &

\\tstcrn, Bcrgc-lorf Goo.ltrun

an.l Garfinckcls - qltht-ring

;Llong thc n'al l r.rniqtr.- mix of

r',h.rlcsalc md rctail exl'rriencc.

Aficr arrorhcr stint at Polo,

Barrato :rlso latrnchrcl his nrvn

r'.'tril ['usincss. "PeoPle al*'avs

ruk nre' whv I lt'ti Polo. Thl s;rr',
'\irtr gtrys *'crc like lrlorhcrs]

But uhcn lou n'ork fbr Ralph,

lou losc rr>r.rr idcntin. \bu

lrt'comc l,art of thc .rrlt. Thet's

hn.-, [,trt I .li.ln't ttent that: I jusr

$"ntc!{ to [,c Joc Barrato."

Elt'n so, L:rurcn'.s inl]ucnce

lin-qcrs. ocn in Birrato.r ruL,-

conscious. "l h.r. l ;r . lrcer-n

r[,out hi:n l lsr night, .rctualh,"

hc smilcs. "Hc rv:rs we:rrinq this

L'right rlsl,berry strit ;rn.l asking

r {rouf of Lrs ho* it lookc,,l.

I sai.l tht'r.- $es sorntthinq

*rong rvith th.- shotrldt'rs, btrt

n() ()nc rt ' i ls s;l ing anvthing

lLrorrt th,.' ,.rrbrl"
-I 'his 

night cxl, lain Bllrato.s

.-hoicc of lcmon 1'ants this

morning - f l uiry hLr.'s cotrl,. l

Lrc thc fashion strrcrrcnt /!r lor,'.
Ir.r r9ii6. in wh:tr Ihrr:rto calls

.r "f iLrkc." hc signc.l ,rn w'ith l

srnrl l Itr l ian l i lm callcd Brioni.

thc rimc, I rvas work;ng fbl Ctrlf &

\Vcstern, rrrnnir-tg onc of thcir;tp;..rrcl

. l i l isions, en.l I was brrrnt ouf. lbsolutc

h  I ' r r r  r t t  . , t t t .  \  l c r r  l r r r r rnc . r  r ' . , , i i . t t ,  s

\r ':rntc(l to call up rhc Brioni fnmilv and

rcct>nrrncn.l n1\' nrunc. I rhoLrght, '\\ i ' l l .

Brioni. it ' .s so sti ir l l  ... but rnavl'c t lr.rt 's
just wh.rr I ncc,.l. ' l  was attrl(-tcd ro thc

pr ,u l r r i t  -  r t  .  . rn  , t t t r . r , ,  i r r {  1 '111,111. '1  -

.rn,.1 I thoLrght I'.1 hanq otrt lor a li'u'

lcars ln.l thcn .lo sr>rn.'thing t'ls.-."

lnstca.l, Blrrlro took s;rlcs fiom l.-ss

than $5  rn i l l i on  in  r986 to  i lmost

S45 mill ion just in *4r,rlt-srlc in.l,,, 'r

.rnJ rcinviqoratc.l rhc companr''-s [xancl

nlnrc in thc Unitcd Statcs.

Thc l} ' ioni lal-cl alrca.]v ha.1 cnjolcd
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turn aroun.l sirtration. I .r,.ljtrst-

cd the sillrouctre and brought in

a wiclcr breadth of f;Lbrics for

the USI' \\ ' i th Brioni scll ing

onll in small spt-cialn stort-s at

thc timc, Barraro'-s nt'xr objectivc

lficr 6ne-ttrning rhc prodrrct

wls to take Brioni into larger

outlcts. Drrrir-lg his first sc'rson

u ith thc compeni. Bartato suc-

cccclccl in getting B oni into

Barncys ancl N.'imen MarcLrs.

Thc bigtest shot in thc arm

might havc becn trrrning Jamcs
Bon.l into thc Brioni 1'ostct'
bor ' .  "That ' s  j t t s r  L -een an

incrcdil, lc rnarriagc fbr us sincc'

rvc srarted rvith Piercc Bros-

nln," says Barrlto of oo7's snlc

rnikeorr-r'.

Lindv H.'nrning, thc cos-

turre .lcsigncr fbr thc Bon.-l

f i lms. cx;' lains thet shc'was look-

ing firr r cornltanv vvirh vcrv

high-qtralit l  t.r i loring but also

thc lbilitl to nranuflctlu'. nlorc

than just;r oneofF sujt. "An.l I

rlrntr'd to infrrsc .t Euroltcln

daror into Bon.lls werdrobc.

Lin.lv r.l.ls. "Brioni is sartoriJlv

.-lcgant, Ltrrr ir 's not lotrr t lPical

English Savil lc Rorr look.'

Lin.ly workt-.1 with Piercc

Brosn;rn and Barraro in Ncn )brk. "l

rerl lv rcspcct Joc Blrrlto'.. tast(-, '  shc

. r r . .  Hc  I t . r .  . r  ' " , r l l t  i l : t . s ic  r r . t t  , ' l -

using ncw fi l 'r ics - ht' knorvs rv]rcte'

all tht- firt'rics comc fiom and ho\a to

gct thcrr to Ncrr \brk - rnd ht'

undcrstan!{s thc Amcricln scnsibil irv

r[ 'out clorhcs." Thc rcccnth rt-lt 'ast.l

[ ) r  A t t ' t l t r  l . l .n  i s  rh ,  l , , r r r t l r  l l l r r l  i ' r

uhich Brosnrn .1ons Blioni, an.l this

tirnc llrioni's rvorrcn'-s linc .1.-btrtt'd on

M 1 l )a rne  Ju . l i  Dcnch- )  rn . l  M iss

Mono ['cnnv iS.rrnrntlra Bon.l).

Tht' dcrrln.l for Briorri $,ardrobcs on

movie scts is trcmt'n.lotrs. 
'\\i- 

rcallv

h;uc to lrick:rnd choosc," sil ls Barrato.

uho kroks fbr scri|ts .tn.l ,rct.rrs tl,at

compk'rncnt thc Blioni imagc. Onc

The biggest shot in the arm might have
been turning James Bond into the Brioni
poster boy. "That'sjust been an incredible
marriage for us," says Barrato.

' 'Ar
:r ftprrtrlt ion. In tht- cllh r!)ios. ln crr

t l r , r t  r r r , ' l J ,  J  LJ , r l l r t , ' .  f i r ' : ' t  , t . s tJ r ,  t r i

tastcs. Hollvuoo.l '-s lca.l inq rrcn werc

t . , r r rJ  l i ' r '  ,1 ' . .  $11 , ' r r r  \ r r l .  T l r . .  r ) ( r r i (

Rorrr,ar l lr l i lar in r953 hcl1.c.1 mrkc Romc

. r r r J  t l r , '  ( . , r r t r r r . . r r t . t l  l , ' , ' k  l ' i 1  I I I t .  r r r

fnshion, en.i not just fbr sr.rr Gtcqort

Pcck. G;rrv Coopcr. Cl.rlk C.rl'L'. Rock

Hu.lson. Hc'nn Fon.fi. Kirk Doughs

. r n J , r , n  l , ' l r r  \ \ r r r r , ' . , r l i  r r . ' r c  ' r r i t .

l iorn tlr. hr'rt I|r ' i ,)nr .r(, l i  ul RLJll lc

The conl'anl kcl-t trp u irh tisnron

tlen.ls, cvcn l.ro.luci 'rg garish Nchru
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actor he didnt mind drcssing was
Richard Gere, who starred as a gynecol-
ogist in Dr T and the Women.

"Brioni &essed him lor thc entire
movie," explains Barrato. "Richard came
to the showroom to try on different out-
fits, several of which required him to
wear a tie.When he finished tying his tie,
he looked to me for approval. I said it
was OK, but I charged one thing - I
put a dimple below the knot of thc tie.
He confirmed that that was how I want-
ed it and then had his assistant take a
picrure of ir. Months later, when I was
looking at the finished movie, I came ro
a scene with him wearing a shin and tie
and there was the dimple. That to me
was the uldmate expression of his
respect for me as an authority in my
business. Ir was a very kind and sensirive
gesture on his part, and I was rhrilled."

s far as Brionit average client
- he or she isn't so average.
A made-to-order suir pro-
duced at the Brioni factory

in Abruzzi retails for about $1,6oo, hav-
ing required rto steps, forry pressings
and up to thirty hours of work. "Our

customer is an affluent, sophisticated,
educated person who recognizes our
products as a great valuc," explains
Barato. "They know they're gening
their money's worth."

With the current lag in the economy,
Brioni's traditional older client still
buys - "but maybe two suits instead
of six. And the younger person may
think twice." The popularity of casual
acire on Wall Street, which Barraro
considers the biggest menswear trend
since President Reagant dap hasnt
helped, either, but Barrato is seeing a
rerurn to suits: "When things are going
well, everphing [stylish] goes. But now
that things are tough, therc has to be a
different attitude projected. When I
was a young guy working at Brooks
Brothers, I had a role model, the presr-
dent; he always inspired me because he
loolrl the role of the CEO."

Among the Brioni employees now

' I O  W E S I P O R I  F E A R U A R Y  2 O O 3

looking up to the dapper CEO is
Barratos son, Todd Barrlto, senior vice
president of the U.S. operation. "He's

inspired by the litthsr rhings and he has
an incredible eye," says Todd. Once, he
says, some wallpaper caught Joet eye,
and they took it to thc mill and dcvel-
oped a suit paftern from it.

On the personal front, Todd says, Dad

He has no experience with dress cloth-
ing, so he calls his brother and says,
'These pants arc amazing. I vc never felt
an)'thing likc rhisl' Thc kidi been in
jeans his wholc life. He really loved thc
pants, so we had to get him a few pairs."

Local gents looking for a pair of
Brioni pants or a must-have suit can
6nd them at Mitchells in Wesqort or

"We graduated five kids from Staples. They all went to
college and are accomplished in thbir careers. The school
system here is great." - roE BARRATo

was always there for advice, even if he
wasnt always physically therc: "He trav-
eled a lor, and rny parents were divorced,
so we would see him on weekends."

Joe Barrato has four sons, a daughter
and two grandchildren. "We graduated
6ve kids from Staples. They all went to
college and are accomplished in their
careers, The school system here is great,"
says Barrato. He and his wife, Carol,
moved the family to Westport in 1979.
They were drawn to the beautiful envr-
ronment and the "big tax advantage."

Barrato nised his yomgesr rwo d ldrcn
as a single parent while simultaneously
expanding the Brioni business. "While
obviously I'm dedicated to my career,
my children hold the number-one posr-
tion in my life," says Barrato. He glances
at the decades of family photographs
that line the martel. "They're my heart-
beat." After the children grew up,
Barrato got an apartment in New York,
where he srays during the week. "lr's jusr
very convenient, but I consider this my
home," he says.

And even lounging at home, Barrato
will be dressed in Brioni. "By and large,
everything I wear is Brioni," he says.
Certainly Barrato has earned his spif$
attire, and he expects his kids to do the
same - evenrually. "Todd wears Brioni,
but the others cant afford it. They have
to earn it someday, and they will.
Although, it's funny, Greg, the yotrngest,
borrowed a pair of his brother's pants.

its sister store, Richards, in Greenwich.
"He has a bone-deep belief in the
intrinsic qualiry of a tailored garment,"
says Jack Mitchell, CEO of Mitchells.
"Plus, he lives here, he knows the
Connecticur customer - rhc execur.ive
lifestyle, the international travel, the
sense of urgcncy at times. Sometlmes
Italian companies have fabulous fabrics
and cuts, but they may not understand
the American mentality."

Ladies can find the women's line
at Neiman Marcus in White Plains or ar
the new BrioniWomen flagship store on

tlh Streer in Manham3Sr. Men also can
find Brioni at the Brioni men's store on

5znd Street or at Bergdorf Goodman.
Whcn he's not busy at the Brioni U.S.

headquarters in Rockefeller Center or
flying off to thc company's home base
in Italy (he spends about twelve weeks
per year rhere), Barrato relaxes by cook-
ing, gardening and playing on a baseball
fantasy league with three of his sons. "I

golf and boat with friends," he says,
looking out toward the marina, "but I
dont have a passion for it. Mary had a
sailboat and I almost killed her when
she was docking, so she sold it imrnedi-
ately." The two haven't set a wedding
date yet, though they ve been engaged
for three years. "I've got to get to know
her a linle morc . . . I'm a little shy," says
the groom-to-be with a grin.

At least he won't have to worry about
rentlng a tux. w


